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Nestled in the picturesque landscape of Staffordshire, Longnor Hall emerges as a 
quintessen�al emblem of England's rich architectural and agricultural heritage. Constructed in 
1726, this estate hall  represents not just the zenith of architectural elegance of its �me but 
also a living chronicle of the evolving English countryside. As a Grade II* Listed building, 
Longnor Hall is dis�nguished not only by its architectural merit but also by its historical 
significance, standing as a testament to the lives and legacies of its various inhabitants through 
the centuries.

The hall was built by Ralph Edge, marking a pivotal moment in the architectural landscape of 
the region. With the ini�als "R.E.I." gracefully inscribed on a cast iron rainwater head, the hall's 
construc�on heralds the me�culous cra�smanship and a�en�on to detail that define the era. 
The hall's design, characterised by its red brick construc�on in Flemish bond, symmetrical and 
decora�ve main facade, and the elegant propor�on of its interiors, reflects a harmonious 
blend of formality with the func�onality of a high-status hall of an estate.

Today, Longnor Hall stands as a beacon of historical and architectural significance. Its Grade II* 
lis�ng underscores the importance of preserving such edifices, not only for their aesthe�c and 
historical value but also for their role in telling the story of England's rural past. 

Introduc�on

The bridal party arrives back at Longnor 1726
(Ar�sts Impression)



The narra�ve of Longnor Hall is a tapestry of English heritage, s�tched through centuries of 
history, architecture, and the lives of its inhabitants. Its story is not merely about the 
construc�on of a building but the evolu�on of a community and the land it occupies. This 
�meline encapsulates the pivotal moments.

Early Medieval Period: The name Longnor originates from Old English, meaning 'the long 
alder copse'. This period marked the establishment of Longnor as a se�lement, situated near 
the main Roman road from London to Wroxeter, hin�ng at its longstanding significance in the 
region.

1086: Documented in the Domesday Book, it was part of the manor of Bradley, showcasing its 
early agricultural roots and its role within the local feudal system.

15th - 16th Century: Longnor remained under the auspices of the manor of Bradley, governed 
by the Lords of Stafford. The Aston family, through strategic marriages, came to own the hall, 
integra�ng it into their broader estate holdings.

1687: The manor saw a change of hands from John Fennihouse to William Saunders, se�ng 
the stage for the construc�on of Longnor Hall.

1719: Ralph Edge acquired the manor through marriage to Saunders' daughter, Jane. This 
union led to the construc�on in 1726, with its architecture possibly influenced by Francis 
Smith of Warwick, a prominent architect of the �me.

Early 19th Century: Ownership transi�oned to the Edge family descendants, underlining the 
hall's status as a significant familial and agricultural seat.

1839: Henry Leaver purchased the estate, ini�a�ng a series of substan�al modifica�ons that 
enhanced its stature and pres�ge. This era marked the demoli�on of earlier structures and the 
construc�on of new farm buildings, shaping the estate's current form.

1890: H. Mitchell acquired the estate, contribu�ng further to its legacy through significant 
upgrades, including the addi�on of the Grade II Listed Coach House and Weighbridge House.

Early 20th Century: W.J. Shuker, a notable local agriculturist, tenanted the hall, expanding its 
agricultural opera�ons significantly.

1921: The Holt family, under James Holt, purchased the estate, con�nuing to influence its 
development and ensuring its preserva�on into the modern era.

1962: The Ministry of Housing listed the Hall, recognising its historical and architectural 
significance.

2019: The passing of Robert Stuart Holt marked the end of an era but also a con�nued 
commitment to preserving the legacy of Longnor Hall.

Historical Timeline of Longnor Hall







The Estate and Its Owners
Longnor Hall, a beacon of historical and architectural significance in Staffordshire, has been 
shaped by the lineage of its owners, each leaving an indelible mark on its structure, land, and 
legacy. From its origins in the 18th century to its role as a pres�gious country estate,  it has 
evolved through the hands of several key families, each contribu�ng to the estate's rich 
tapestry of history.

The Edge Family: Founda�onal Influence

Early 18th Century: Ralph Edge constructs Longnor Hall, embedding his ini�als "R.E.I." and the 
construc�on year, 1726, into the fabric of the building. This marks the beginning of the Edge 
family's influence, se�ng the architectural and historical tone of the estate.

The Leaver Legacy: Expansion and Transforma�on

1839: Henry Leaver acquires the estate  ins�ga�ng significant changes that would redefine the 
it. Under his stewardship, earlier structures are replaced with a 'U' plan courtyard of farm 
buildings, heralding a new era of agricultural produc�vity and architectural evolu�on.

The Mitchell Era: Enhancements and Addi�ons

Late 19th Century: H. Mitchell, known for his contribu�ons to the brewing industry, becomes 
the proprietor. His tenure is marked by the addi�on of the Grade II Listed Coach House and 
Weighbridge House in 1890, along with extensive modifica�ons to the hall itself, enriching the 
estate's architectural diversity and heritage.

The Holt Family: Custodianship into the Modern Era

Early 20th Century to Present: The Holt family takes up the mantle, ensuring the preserva�on 
and con�nued relevance of  the property. Their period of ownership sees the estate through 
challenges and changes, including the transi�on of agricultural prac�ces and the maintenance 
of its historical and architectural integrity.

Heritage

Longnor Hall, with its origins deeply rooted in the agricultural landscape of Staffordshire, has 
played a pivotal role in shaping the agricultural heritage and land use of the area. 

The estate's agricultural legacy is marked by a dedica�on to both crop produc�on and livestock 
farming. Throughout its history, Longnor Hall has seen the cul�va�on of a variety of crops, 
adhering to the demands of the �me and advancements in agricultural techniques. The 
farming prac�ces implemented on the estate were o�en ahead of their �me, integra�ng 
innova�ons that would set standards for the region.



Before moving to Lapley, Mr. Shuker farmed 475 acres at the Hall Bradley. He had large 
herds of ca�le and sheep and was a well-known breeder of Hackneys and Shires. He was 
one of the oldest members of the Brewood and District Agricultural Society, of which he 
was for a �me chairman. Other farmer organisa�ons to which he belonged included the 
Royal Agricultural Society and the Wolverhampton branch of the old Staffordshire 
Chamber of Agriculture. Born in 1859, he was the eldest son of the late Mr. John Shuker, 
C.C., a well-known agricultural authority and the first secretary and one of the founders of 
the Montgomeryshire Horse Society. He was educated at Ardingly College, Sussex, and 
when he le� there, he farmed with his father, first at Hurst Farm and then on the 
Shropshire-Montgomery border.

Marrying in 1886, he took Raddington House Farm at Ruddington, near Shrewsbury, where 
he captained the local cricket club with great success for several years. In 1890, he took 
Burlington Farm near Shifnal, under the Duke of Sutherland, which he farmed for 10 years, 
during the last two of which he also had Gosford Grange Farm near Shifnal, under the Earl 
of Shrewsbury. In 1900, he took Longnor Hall Farm near Penkridge, under the late Mr. 
Herbert Mitchell of Messrs. Mitchells and Butlers, Birmingham, and le� there in 1921 
when the farm, being sold, he bought Lapley Park from the late Major E.N. Am Vaughan. 
Referring to his farming tenancies, he was heard to remark, "I’ve lived under a Duke and 
I’ve lived under a Lord, but give me the Brewer."

Mr. Shuker took a keen interest in the public and social life of the district. He served on the 
old Cannock Board of Guardians and subsequently on Cannock Rural Council, and was 
chairman of Bradley Parish Council for nearly 40 years. He was an enthusias�c worker in 
the Unionist cause. Mr. Shuker was a widower and leaves a family. The funeral took place 
at Lapley Church on Tuesday, with the service being conducted by the Reverend O. Saint 
John Smith. 

Obituary Mr. Shuker
Staffordshire Adver�ser, Saturday, May 20, 1944: Death of Mr. W.J. Shuker, 
(shortened and modernised)

By the death, which occurred at his home at  
at Lapley Park Farm on Sunday, of Mr. Walter J. 
Shuker, the Staffordshire agricultural 
community has lost one of its most popular 
personali�es. A typical farmer of the old 
school, Mr. Shuker, who was 85, had been for 
many years a prominent figure at agricultural 
events in the county, and his bluff and jovial 
personality won him the affec�on of a large 
circle of friends. He never missed a farmer's 
dinner if he could possibly manage to a�end, 
contribu�ng in no small measure to the 



Mitchell's business acumen led to the strategic acquisi�on and integra�on of several 
smaller breweries, propelling Mitchells & Butlers into the fi�h largest brewery in the UK, 
boas�ng assets of £3,326,258 and an annual output exceeding half a million barrels. 
Despite his focus on business, Mitchell was celebrated for his generosity and dedica�on to 
his employees' welfare, ac�vely promo�ng their happiness and inves�ng in recrea�onal 
facili�es for them.

Aside from his brewing empire, Mitchell's contribu�on included the purchase and 
extensive modernisa�on of Longnor Hall in 1890. He transformed it into a produc�ve farm, 
significantly benefi�ng the local community through both agricultural advancements and 
employment opportuni�es. This ini�a�ve demonstrated his commitment to community 
welfare and his vision for a thriving, sustainable local economy.

Mitchell's influence extended beyond his business ventures. He generously donated land 
and facili�es for public recrea�on and sports, including a drill hall, cricket ground, and 
parks, in memory of his late son Harry Mitchell Jr.. These contribu�ons, coupled with his 
advocacy for physical health educa�on, underscored his public-spirited nature and 
commitment to enhancing the quality of life.

In summary, Henry Mitchell's legacy is not only as a successful brewer but also as a 
benefactor who significantly improved the local community through his business ventures, 
philanthropy, and visionary projects like the modernisa�on of Longnor Hall. 

Obituary Mr. H. Mitchell
Smethwick Telephone, Saturday, November, 1914: Death of Mr. H. Mitchell
(shortened and modernised)

Mr. Henry Mitchell, a pivotal figure in the 
midlands commercial landscape for over five 
decades, passed away at the age of 77 at his 
Edgbaston residence, leaving a profound imprint 
on both the local community and the brewing 
industry. Born in Worcester in 1837, Mitchell 
ini�ally followed in his father's footsteps in the 
building trade before char�ng a new course in 
brewing. He established his first brewery on 
Oldbury Road, Smethwick, in 1869, and 
subsequently expanded with the Cape Hill 
brewery in 1878. This establishment flourished 
under his leadership, eventually becoming one of 
the United Kingdom's most formidable and 
successful breweries. The forma�on of Mitchells 
& Butlers Limited in 1898, following the merger 
with Butlers Crown Brewery Limited, marked a 
significant milestone in his career.



Victorian ploughing at Longnor
(Ar�sts Impression)

The story of Longnor Hall stands as a testament to the resilience, innova�on, and heritage of 
rural England. From its origins in the early 18th century to its role in the 20th century and 
beyond, Longnor Hall has not only been a witness to history but has ac�vely par�cipated in the 
shaping of the local landscape and community. Each owner, from Ralph Edge to the Holt 
family, has le� an indelible mark, contribu�ng to the hall's rich tapestry of history, 
architecture, and agriculture.

The hall embodies the essence of con�nuity amidst change. Its walls have seen the transi�on 
from hand farming to mechanised agriculture, from local governance to na�onal poli�cs, and 
from private residence to heritage asset. Yet, throughout these transi�ons, Longnor Hall has 
remained steadfast, a beacon of tradi�on and progress intertwined.

In the end, Longnor Hall is more than just a building or an estate; it is a living history book, each 
page filled with stories of people, architecture, and the land.
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